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DECORAH, IOWA MAY 3, 1905. 


TO TEACHERS AND SCHOOL OFFICERS. 


Arbor Day: Its Purpose, and How and 
Why We Observe It. 


Arbor Day was first suggested by 
Mr. J. Sterling Morton of Nebraska, 
and was instituted for the purpose of 
encouraging the planting of trees in 
those locailties where there were but 
few trees, or where the indiscriminate 
slanghtering of the young timber had 
caused a scarcity of timber, to replace 
the rapid destruction of the larger 
timber for lumber, railroad ties, tele- 
graph and telephone poles etc., and to 
induce people to plant shrubs and trees 
around their dwelling houses to beaut- 
ify their surroundings. Since its first 
introduction, Arbor Day has come to 
be celebrated all over the United 
States, and thousands of Schoolhouse 
sites have been transformed as if by 
magic touch from dreary and barren 
patches of ground to shady and sightly 
places where teachers and pupils may 
meet in the long days of summer with 
pleasure instead of dread. It is the 
custom of the Governor of each state 
to appoint a special day each spring 
on which he asks—in accordance with 
the spirit and purpose of Arbor Day— 
all schools,as well as people in general, 
the day by appropriate 
exercises, and especially by planting 
trees and shrubs. This year Gover- 
nor .A. B. Cummins has appointed 
Friday April 28thas Arbor Day. But, 
since the announcement of this date 
was made so recently that there has 
been no opportunity to prepare for 
the observance of it, and since many 
of our schools do not open for spring 
terms before the first Monday of May, 
I desire to have Friday Afternoon 
May 12th decided upon in our county 
as a fit time for the observance of this 
Day. We can observe the spirit and 
purpose of the Day if we do not cele- 
brate it at the time announced. I 
therefore request that all teachers and 
school officers arrange to observe the 
day appropriately in each district. If 
it so happens that certain districts 
have a sufficient number of trees and 
shrubs upon the grounds, thé day 
can be observed by a general cleaning 
up of the gronnds and buildings. All 
rubbish, old grass, weeds, ash piles 
and such things can be removed, and 
windows and furnishings cleaned up. 
the children will be only to glad to 
help in this work if it be undertaken 
in the right spirit, and I am of the 
opinion that other help can be secured 
in the district if people know just 
what you want and when the help is 
needed. Try asking some one the 
week before to furnish a team and 
rig to go to the woods and bring 
some young trees—hard maples, elms, 
box elders or walnut—to the grounds 
for plauting on this day—May 12th 2 
o’clock, p. m. Every schoolhouse site 
in the county should have upon it, 
growing in thrifty condition, twelve 
or more shade trees. It is the duty 
of every board to provide for the 
planting out and protecing this num- 
ber of trees. Section 2787, Page 62, 
Laws of 1902, says: ‘‘The board of 
each school corporation shall cause to 
out and properly protected 
twelve or more shade trees on each 
schoolhouse site where such trees are 
not growing.’’ This section requires 
that boards provide for setting out 
trees, but lam vow asking that the 
district join hands with the director 
and help to do this work on May 12th. 
Let every teacher make special effort 
to secure the help of the pupils, and 
director try to help his teacher and 
pupils, and every district join in and 
help teachers. pupils and directors, 
naked will be 
clothed with the beautiful foliage of 
maple and elm and will furnish a shade 
for the little folks in the heat of 
summer, and will coax the feathered 
songsters to visit the school grounds 
Where they and the children . mav 
mutually enjoy the little sacrifice of 
time, and the little effort that we 
have made to make the school and 
grounds pleasanter for them. Remem- 
ber the time—May 12th, 2 p. m. 

Very truly yours, 


to observe 


be set 


and our school sites 


17-2. FE, J, HOOK, County Supt. 
+ : 
Important. 

We are pleased to announce — the 
coming of the Opera Company, ‘‘A 
Trip to Egypt’’ May 9th. The at- 
traction is usully 41.509 but in this 
case us it is late in the season, we 


have arranged to play them at $1 
prices, viz. 35, 50, 75, 81. They carry 
thirty-eight people, their own scenery, 
lighting effects, etc. 

Group Ten of the Iowa Bankers’ 
Association will be here on that date 
and the local bankers willfgive a large 
theatre party. We are in hopes that 
a large number of our people will turn 
out to see this exceptionally fine com- 
pany. P 
WEISER and BEAR. 


—Seats for ‘‘A Trip to Egypt’’ at 
the Grand Opera house, will be on sale 
at Brunt & Parman’s April 28th. 
Prices 85, 50, 75,381. 
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POLLY’S 
CAREER 


By Izola Forrester 
‘ 


Copyright, 1904, by Izola Forrester 


“If you would only speak to her, 
Murray, it might do some good. Her 
father and I have tried our level best 
to discover a glimmer of ambition or 
talent in her, and she hasn't an atom 
of either. She's nothing but a girl.” 

Mrs. Allan’s hands fell on the wide 


arms of her rocker with despairing ex- 


pressiveness. The colonel nodded his 
head soberly and sympathetically, as 
befitted the solemnity of the moment. 

“She's still very young, isn't she?” 

“She's the youngest of all. 3ess is 
thirty, Louise nearly twenty-five and 
Florence is twenty-one. But look at 
them! Each one is established in her 
chosen profession and winning suc- 
cess.” 

The colonel was silent. Remember- 
Ing some of Bess’ poems, Louise's pa- 


‘THAT'S JUST WHAT I DO FEEL, COLONEL 
HARTWELL— A SPECIAL PREDILECTION.” 
tients and Florence’s copies of old mas- 
ters, he did not feel that either affirma- 

tion or denial was called for. 

“And at eighteen they had all decid- 
ed detinitely what they wanted to make 
of themselves, while Polly—Murray 
Hartwell, when I asked Polly this 
morning if she had even the vaguest 
sort of an inclination toward any oc- 
cupation in the world, what do you sup- 
pose she said? She told me that she 
hoped some day to be the mother of as 
many charming daughters as I had, 
and if they were half as much worry 
as mine were she thought she would 
have oceupation enough. Murray, are 
you laughing at me?” 

The colonel leaned his head back and 
laughed heartily in spite of the accus- 
ing, reproachful stare of Mrs, Allan’s 
eyéglasses. 

“It’s just like Polly to say that,” he 
explained. “And, by Jove, I believe 
she means It too. If I were a little 
younger—say thirty years—I'd have a 
try myself and encourage her in her 
chosen career. By Jove, I would in- 
deed, Cousin Sarah! Polly’s a mighty 
pretty, level headed little girl, and I'll 
be bound she’s a good cook.” 

“If it were Jack’s career that was at 
stake you wouldn't turn a serious prob- 
lem of this kind into a joke. What if 
bis only ambition in Mfe were to be 
married?” 

The colonel’s face sobered suddenly 
at the thought. Jack—debonair, twenty- 
two-year-old Jack—married! 


“But it’s absurd, Sarah. Jack’s a 


Was expected to speik on the subject. 
He beamed down upon Polly paternai- 
ly. He had always liked LDoily some- 
what better, privately, than Cousin 
Sarah's more talented daughters. 

“Of course you are too young to— 
to understand -your own capabilities 
and—er—and any lurking talents which 
you may possess, Polly, but you must 
not give up or be discouraged. Some 
of the great geniuses of the world only 
discovered their gifts at middle age.” 

“Well, it’s a pity some of them 
didn’t die young,” said Jack cheerfully. 

The colonel ignored the interruption 
and looked at Polly. He felt the ap- 
proving attention of Mrs. Allan’s eye- 
glasses. 

“But if you can consider the question 
of a career or should feel any special 
predilection” — 

“That's it.” Polly nodded her head 
until the snowflakes scattered in rain- 
drops from her hat. “That’s just what 
I do feel, Colonel Hartwell—a special 
predilection.” 

“For what, in the name of sense, Pol- 
ly Allan?” Mrs, Allan leaned forward 
in amazement. 

“For Jack.” Polly smiled assuredly, 
and slipped her hand into the one that 
sought it. “He's going to be the object 
of my career.” 

‘There was a tense silence. The colo- 
nel stared frowningly at Mrs. Allan, 
and Mrs. Allan looked back at him 
with conflicting sensations. The para- 
mount one was a small but solid sense 
of amused satisfaction in the colonel’s 
utter discomfiture. 

“Shall it be college or the mines, Mur- 
ray?” she asked. 

The colonel squared his shoulders, 
He had met honorable defeat before 
and could face it like a soldier and a 
gentleman, 

“Neither, madam, neither. Seeing, as 
it is, Polly and her career are at stake, 
I give my conseut and wish her all sue- 
cess.” 

Jack 
hand. 

“You blessed old dad!” he said, and 
the colonel had the honors of war. 


stretched out his disengaged 


Wanted a Big “Bar'l.” 

A newspaper tells the story of a 
storekeeper in a country town who, 
after twice telling a young man that 
he had no “onions,” reverted to the 
matter after the customer had gone. 
“I declare,” he said, “I do’ know but 
what it was Ingans that feller want- 
ed!” 

A similar tale is told by a young wo- 
man who, being in search of a barrel to 
catch rain water, applied to the village 
innkeeper. 

“Have you a hogshead that I could 
buy?” she said, with the careful enun- 
ciation that she had learned in child- 
hood. 

The innkeeper shook his head. 

“Not any sort of hogshead?”’ she 
asked, with gentle persistence. “I 
thought you must have a good many.” 

“I wonder what set you thinking 
that?” said the landlord, looking as if 
he considered her demented. “I haven't 
kep’ a single hog for ten years back, 
and when I did keep ’em I never had 
any call for their heads.” 

It was the young woman's turn to 
look horrified. 

“Oh, I don’t know anything about 
hogs’ heads!” she sald excitedly. “I 
want a hogshead, an old molasses 
hogshead or something.” 

The landlord looked at her, and light 
dawned at last. 

“I believe you mean you want a 
hugshud,” he said, smiling broadly. 
“You step this way and take your 
choice of what I’ve got.” 


A Very Funny. Joke. 

“The head of our firm had a trying 
experience cne Fourth of July,” said a 
commercial man. “He thought he 
would play a funny joke on his family, 
so a day or so before the holiday he 
bought one of those candy boxes made 
in imitation of a cannon firecracker. 
He secreted this in the pantry, where 
he thought it would be safe. 

“But his little son, about eight years 


min. It's different. One expects such | gjd, discovered the firecracker and also 
ideas in a girl's head, the same as a | discovered that it was filled with can- 
taste for Ice cream or rose color or dy. He helped himself to the contents 


matinees. But Jack is ambitious and 
talented and well started in bis profes- 
sion now. By Jove, I'm proud of the 
boy—I am indeed. He's a fine fellow. 
Takes after his dad. But married?’ 
The colonel leaned back his head and 
took ‘another laugh. 

“Why, if the young rascal even sug- 
gested: such a thing I'd fire him back to 
college or send him down to the mines 
to work off an attack of romance on 
the brain.” 

“And yet you censure me for desiring 


something better for Polly than mere | 


marriage.” Mrs. Allan’s tone was ag- 
grieved. “I thought surely that you 
would understand and sympathize with 
me, Murray, and your influence might 
possibly direct Polly into making some 
sort of a choice.” 

“Wait a minute.” The colonel rose 
from his deep chair near the fire. There 
was the slam of the front door and the 
sound of quick, light steps In the hall. 

“Come and get warm before you go 
home, Jack,” called a voice. “There's a 
fire here in the study.” 

The long, dark green portieres parted, 
and Polly stood in the doorway, tali, 
blithely youthful and pink as a rosebud 
where the wind had teased the color to 
her face. There were snowflakes cling- 
ing to her big brown bat and to her 
furs, but she was merry eyed and hap- 
tY, suspiciously happy, the two in the 
study thouglt. 

“Hello, dad." Jack’s face looked over 
her shoulder. “Awful glad you're here. 
We've been for a trot along the drive, 
Polly and I.” 

“I thought that you were upstairs 
studying with Bess, Polly,” safd Mrs. 
Allan, “but as long as you are here you 
may come in. The colonel and I’ have 
been talking of your career.” 

Polly drew off her long brown fur 
stole and trailed it meditatively along 
the edge of the rug at her feet. The 
colonel coughed and realized that he 


Ce 


and finally, finding the box empty, he 
made way with it and substituted a 
real cannon cracker. 

“Fourth of July came and the head 
of the family, smiling broadly, came 
downstairs and placed his big firecrack- 
er in the middle of the breakfast table. 
Then, regardless of his wife’s expostu- 
lations, he touched a match to the fuse, 
never thinking but what it was the 
canfly box On the table. 

“His son and heir astutely vanished 
from the scene about this time. In 
about tuirty seconds there was an ex- 
plosion that wrecked a once happy 
breakfast table, and one hour later the 
worst spanked boy in Detroit had sob- 
bingly confessed to an irate father why 
the joke had failed.””—Milwaukee Sen- 
tinel. 


Old Time Dentistry. 

In the early days of dentistry a hicko- 
ry plug was put into the cavity to fill 
the space’ where a tooth ought to be. 
This plug had to be gently pounded into 
its desired position. Old Judge Peck- 
ham was somewhat addicted to strong 
language, and when the dentist began 
his work the judge indulged in some 
classic comment. As the tapplug of the 
plug continued he threw all dignity to 
the four winds of heaven, and his lan- 
guace became decidedly “more forcible 
than elegant.” When, however, he arose 
from the chair, after what seemed to 
him an interminable period of agony, 
he pulled out all the stops in his vocab- 
ulary for a grand climax. The impres- 
sion on his Hstener seems to have been 
deep and lasting. As the judge passed 
out the dentist grimly remarked to a 
walting patient: 

“Wasn't it beautiful? It wasn't really 
necessary to pound half so long, but I 
did so enjoy his Inflection that I almost 
pounded the hickory plug into splinters. 
Wonderful command of language the 
judge has!"’—-National Magazine 
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A Well Groomed Man 


is ever a pleasing and welcome sight. 
You are always glad to meet and know 
a man who is neatly and becomingly 
attired. 

Are you a well groomed man? Do 
you wear clothes that have snap and 
style to them and fit you? 

If you don't, our sincere advise is: 


Wear the guaranteed, stylish 


\)| Maufman Garment 


No matter how extreme or conservative 
your taste, no matter what your size or pro~ 


fit you in these moderate 
clothes to your complete satisfaction. 
We not only fit your body with these 
serviceable KAUFMAN suits, but we also 
fit your purse with our extremely reasonable 
prices. 

Have you seen our CAMPUS TOGS, 
swagger clothes for Young Men? 


$10 to $25 
W.L.EASTON 


portion, we can 
price 


EDISON’S TRIUMPH, 


An Incident In the Great Inventor's 
Start In Life. 

Dr. Norvin Green, for many years 
president of the Western Union Tele- 
graph company, once said that but 
for the dullness of himself and his as- 
sistunts Thomas A, Edison might nev- 
er have obtained the confidence and 
support of the great corporation, Ed- 
ison had been trying for months to in- 
duce the officials to take up some of 
his inventions until they began to re- 
gard him as a bore. 

He went to the main oftice one day 
and was greeted by Dr. Norvin Green 
and the other officials with sneering 
smiles. Dr. Green said: “Mr, Edison, 
we are unable to get into communica- 
tion with Albany, and a large amount 
of important business is in peril. I 
suppose that since you know more 
about telegraphy than all of the rest 
of us combined you can locate the dif- 
ticulty.” 

Whether Edison noticed the sneering 
tone or not, he quietly answered, “I 
can locate it inside of two or three 
hours, sir.” “ 

Dr. Green and the others laughed out- 
right, one of them saying, “Edison, you 
bave now fully demonstrated that you 
are a crank.” 

Edison never smiled or addressed a 
word to the speaker, but looked at Dr. 
Green and said, “If I locate this diffi- 
culty in two or three hours, will, you 
take up my inventions and give them 
honest consideration?” 

“Yes, I will,” said Dr. Green, “and I 
will do it if you succeed in two days.” 

It was a very simple thing, and yet 
Edison was the only one who had the 
comprehensive mind to think of it in- 
stantly. He did not tell them for many 
years afterward how he accomplished 
the feat, but he did it inside of one 
hour. 

Edison went to the main offices, 
where he was known as an expert op- 
erator, and called up Pittsburg. He 
asked for the best operator there, nam- 
ing him, and then told the Pittsburg 
man to call up the best man at Albany 
and direct him to telegraph down the 
line toward New York as far as he 
could and report back to Edison as soon 
as possible. Inside of an hour Edison 
had this telegram: 

“IT can telegraph all right down to 
within two miles of Poughkeepsie, and 
there is trouble with the wire there.” 

Edison went back to the office of the 
president and gravely announced that 
if a train should be sent to Poughkeep- 
sie with materials for the work they 
would find a break in the line just two 
miles on the other side of oughkeep- 
sie and could repair it that afternoon. 

They begged him to tell how he had 
found it out, and he replied: 

“By knowing more about telegraph- 
ing than all of you put together, as Dr. 
Green hus said.” 

They located the break, repaired it, 
and Dr. Green took up Edison's inven- 
tions, and that was Edison's great start 
in life.—Youth’s Companion. 


RUSES OF BANKERS. 


Devices Used to Either Gain Time or 
Inspire Confidence, 

Some amusing anecdotes are told of 
the devices resorted to by bankers to 
gain time and inspire confidence. On 
one memorable occasion the excited 
subscribers, much to their indignation, 
were only able to enter the bank one 
by one except at the cost of spoiled 
coats, as the cute manager had caused 
the door posts to be freshly painted. 

Another bank prevented a crisis in 
its affairs by exhibiting in the win- 
dows large tubs apparently brimful of 
sovereigns. These tubs, however, were 
simply upside down and a small quan- 
tity of gold only piled up on their bot- 
toms. 

But the most ingenious dodge of all 
was successfully carried out in Buenos 
Ayres. ‘There was a run on a large 
bank, and for several days subscribers 
besieged the premises, withdrawing 
money and placing it in another bank 
on the opposite side of the road. It 
happened, however, that these two in- 
stitutions had a private understanding, 
and as fast as the “safe” bank recetv- 
ed the deposits they were returned to 
the “unsafe” one by an underground 
passage, with the result that every one 
marveled at its continued ability to 
meet its demands.—London News. 
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s\ial Furniture Sale|; 
: Sa 


For Thursday, Friday and Saturday 


m | we offer genuine bargains that will dis-| & 
count anything ever offered before. As|{ § 
@ } our stock is the largest and most com-] ® 
= | plete and car loads of goods on the way] & 
we must make room. . 


IRON BEDS, White and Blue, Neat and Nobby, | & 


Former price of these was $2 49 i 

7 $3.50, Now - - - & x 
“ai | SPRINGS, Pencil Weave, any 1 39 ~ 
size, former price $1.75, now - B = 
DINING CHAIRS, Imitation Leather Seats, | § 

mm } Over Cane, worth $12.00 


: $9.00|§ 


wesellthem at - - - - 
s | ROCKERS, all kinds, worth from $5.00 to $ ~ 


{i= $4.50 © $2.50), 


Cuts in proportion on all things in our store. { & 


1 -—————_Ouwr New Stock of———————— | 5 


a | Buffets, Princess Dressers, 
: Dining Tables, Rockers, 3 
. Bed Room Furniture, | & 


has arrived and the styles are a dream} & 
m | for beauty and design. 2 
. We carry the most complete andj ff 
“™ }up-to-date line. We also make it a 
s {point to see that no house within 100] & 
3 |} miles of Decorah undersells us. ~ 
- We invite the people of Winneshiek | ® 


= {county to call and see our new display | ® 
m ) whether you wish to buy or not. We] § 
are anxious to meet you and show you.| 
: Thanking you for your patronage in 
= | the past, we remain, 3 


: Yours truly, -. 


| 
J. IY). Boebm, 


Successor to F. CG. Sobeck & Company. 


—Don'tlet the children suffer. If 
they are fretful, peevish and cross, give 
them Hollister’s Rocky Mountain Tea. 
The best baby tonic known. Strength 
and health follow its use. 85 cents. 
R. A. Engbretson's. 


While a bilious attack is decidedly 
unpleasant itis quickly over when 
Chamberlain’s Stomach and Liver 
Tablets are used. For sale by Engbret- 
son’s Pharmacy. 

_—~e 


—Whay suffer with spring tiredness, 
mean, cross feeling, no strength, no 
appetite? Hollisters Rocky Mountain 
Tea will make you well and keep you 


well.85 cents, Tea or Tablets. R. A, 
Engbretson’s 


Passengers wishing to leave on the 
11;15 p. m. train must obtain tickets 
and have baggage checked before 8 :45 
p.m. No baggage carried on§11 :15 p. 
m. train, 8. V. Potter. 
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